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and -one apjlioation.of . I
position and the nose wheel 11fted cleer c
ground as though in an attempt to increase the dreg. This action at such high &p
osused the 11f¢ to mmentarily inorease resulting in the left main wheels losing
contact with the ground for a short distance, About 1200 ft from the eod of the
runway the brakes were again applied abd spparently kept cm. ‘
downh to an estimated 40 MPH by the time the end of the runway No atte
wes made to turn onto the taxiway, which oould have deen scommplished Meoeneallye
The airplane ren off the end of the nuway and down a slope (t:is down grode estimated
at 2¢). A mound of dirt and coral approximately ten .feed high and seventy fest lomg
was hit, AS the aircraft went up this mound it broke in two, fell on the far sids
and immadiately exploded. There were no survivors. m% tystander, approcimstely
five to Seven hundred feet away was ,killodﬁ% flytng debris, The airerafi was so
sampletely demolished that investigation to detes Ky Teason vhy the Arplame
 Comsander deoided o stop his t ake-off roll was impossible, No reason osh be. afforded
. for failure of the airplane commsndsr to tura the airplane onto ths taxiway at the
_ond of the runway. '

o Responsibility: UNDETERMINED.ees100%
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HEADQARTERS 3137H ROMBARDMENT VING
" APO #2UT. c/o Postmaster
Ssn Francisco, OCalifornis

360. 33 12Pebruary 1945

PROCEEDINGS OF AIRCRAFT INVESTIGATION BOARD
W

, The Board convened om 12 Fedruary 1945 at Provisional Army Alr Dase
2, AP0 eu7, pursumat to Special Order No. 14, paragreph 2, &s asended by
Special Order No. 25, paragrsph ¥, this hesdquarters, for the purpess of ex-
anining witnesses and dstermining camse of the aircraft accidemt isvolviag
3=20 sirplene $42-6526%,

Pirst Witness, MAJOR VENION JOCOCK, 505th Bosbardmeat Grovp, Op Emgimeering O.

MAJ OOOK: Major Bocock, Jou saw the attempted takeeoff of alrpleme fN2-65255
on the morning of 10 February 1945. Will you give the board your obeervations?

MAJ 3OCOCK: I was standing mid-way betweea ruaway f1 and runwey #3 en the

sast taxiwey. I was watchimg the take-offs of all the planes. Firet, 1 sotiosd

the airplens was when it came iato view at the end of the rumway. 1 estinate

the spoed of the plane at spproximately 35 miles per hour. The brekes of the

plane were on. I couwld tell by the way the dwst was scuffing wp Yohind the

wheols. The plene hesded directly toward the end of the rvaway md somed to

slow €own somevhet. Thea it weat off the ruaway over aa incline amd hit an eshenkmeat
spproxisately 500 fest away. Ween it hit, the plame broke is two, folded wp

ead foll over on the opposite side. The momeat it fell the bomds exploded.

MAJ OOOK: Oocuwld you judge about where the fuselage broke iz two?
MAJ DOOOCK: Right aft of the Wiag, adout ten feet.

MAJ 000K: Do you beliave the pleme hit the mound of earth at same speed it
left the romwy?

MAJ BOCOCK: It had only slowed dowm a little. It probadly hit at about
2% miles per hour.

LT SOOTT: D14 you motice if the wheels were in a down position (I mesn as
though they were holdiag back and the plane was straining forward?)

MAJ BOCOCK: Yes, I believe they were.

MAJ COOK: Have you eny comments on maintenance problems encountered with
this plane?

MAJ BOCOCK: XNo comments.
LT SCOPT: Did you motice any manipulations of the throttle? '33";

MAJ BOCOCK: No. they seemed to de all the way bdack the whole time.




MAJ 000K: Had the pleme made any provions migsiona?
MAJ BOCOCK: I don't Imovw,

UAJ COOK: Since you were atapding or the epgtern taxiwsy, can you estimete how
sany vehicles were there and what type?

MAJ BOCOCK: I would say there were ahout 10 1k $he viciaity on both sides of
the taxivay == jeeps and 6 x 6's. .

Second Witness, If. J. R. BUCKIEY, 905tk Boabardmeat Growp, Ordnamce Offiocer.

MAJ 000Kt You are the Orowp Ordmsmos Officer of the 50%h Bombardment Oroup,
Lt. Duckley. Will you give the Board the bosd load of airplene #2-652%5,

LT BUCKLEY: Bight (8 sition B General Purposs Boadbs, (%00 1b).
Two (2) M76 Incendiary Boabs (500 1%

MAJ OOOK: Were these bYombs armed?

1T PUCKLEY: No they were mot.

MAJ OOOK: Osa you give a feasidle reason as to why they detonated?

LT BUCKLEY: My personsal opinion is that the gmsoline exploded first and sed
off the bombs. When the explesion occurred I was standing thres~quarters

of the way dowm the runwey.

MAJ COOK: Oould 500 1b GP bombs de detomated &g a result of damage to the fuge?
LT BUCKLEY: Only if the vane cap of the mose fuse is off. It is possidle

for this osp to be brokes off Wy a glaacing blow. When this happens, the

fuze 1s ersed. Then a dlow on the striker would detomate the bombd.

MAJ 00OK: Did you find any bomsd shackles?

1T BUCKLIY: No, I don't helieve one was found.

MAJ 0OOK: Could the 1ifting force of the plane crash tear off the bombs?

LT BUKIEY: It might. However, the boabs have a ring arrangenent on the
bomb reck. I would not know just how much of a jar it would taks to ehake
the bembs loose. The shackle cowld be broken, however, as it is comstructed
to withstand & maximum force of ealy 1600 1bs.

MAJ COCK: From your position, 414 you notice any difficuities the pilot was
baving as he passed you! 33 {

I? BUCKLEY: I noticed that the throttle was cut dack just before reaching
the last part of the runwey.
®
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MAJ COOK: D14 the Pilot ues his bdrakes?

LT BUKIBY: I would say he did not appear to be using his bdrakes.
LT S00TT: Did you notice if he

LT BUKLEY: No. 4
ond of the nose wup,

tried to use his emergency brake?
8 he reached the end of the runway he seemed to pull the

MAJ 00OK: Did he put more flaps dowmt
LT BUCKLEY: I 414 not notice.

CAPT MEIGS:
LT BUCKLEY:

Did he seem to be baving any engine trouble?

I didn't notioe say trouble he might be having.
MAJOR 00OK: Qould Jou see the pilot?

17 BUCKLYY: No, I di4 not gee his,

»

Third Witness, CAP? . B. FI?3GRMLD, 4834 Bosbardment 3q, BEngineering Officer

MAJ OOOK: A Squadron Bagineering Officer will you give us some cosment s
oa the saintenance difficulties that

wore sacountered with the airplane
vwhich might have csuged this accident?

CAPT PITZGERALD: The airplene was cne of our dest. We had no particular
problems with 1t. Maip Prodles was a burned owt lan

diag gear motor. Ome
instrument hag to Ye changed -- a temperature indicator. The ship aborted

once due to the propeller £overaors. New prop governors with modified olips
were installed in it. ™is ship was

on the Kobe strike. BDach of the 4 sngines
had 90.25 hours on thea. A fuel Ppres

sure signal and defroster motor hag
t0 be replaced. we worried quite a bit avout the fuel consumptioa on this
plame. It required more power to kesp up with other pl

8nes. The gross weight
of the plane at take-off was 133,000 1bs. Low nose oil Pressure on J0 engine was
notioed by crew chief, Crew chief and instrument specialist dled the lines
and pressure way brought back wp to mormsl

MAJ COOK: what was
CAPT FITZGERALD: It was on red dlagonal for crecked running 1ight glags ang
the arift meter "es precessing slightly. we had 1t on ‘smergency requisition,

MAJ COOK: wag it the first time you had had trouble with nose o1l pressure?
CAPT PITZGIRALD:

MAJ 000K:

Fors 1A status of the plane?

Yos, it was the first troudble we had,

Yhen was the ship last fiown Prior to the date of accident?

#e




CAPT TITZGERALD: Kobe mission, spproximately 4 days before. Since that mise

sion the ship had equivalent to 100-hour inspection minus plug change, re-
fractlon tést and valve check.

Fourth Witness, /80 GEORGE WACKES, Crew (hief, k834 squadron

MAJ COOK: As Crew Chief of the plane in question, I would like to have you
give us some information om recent saintenance on the ship.

300 WACKES: The plaae had flown a mission 5 days prior to the accideat asd
had bad the regular between mission ingpection, which is the regular 100-howr
inspection minus plug change, refraction test ’nd valve check,

MAJOR COOK: As a result of bdetweea alssion imspection were there amy major
maintensace provleas?

BOT RACKES: ¥o, sir. Juat prior te this Sakesoff ths mose oil pressure gave
& low indicatien 20 we had o dleed the line. After the line was dled the
presmure was checked aad fowmd to be okey.

MAJ OCOK: Hed all ¥ propeller govermors received modified resistor clips!?
B0F WACKES: Yea, they all had the modified elips.
MAJ 0OCK: What was the Yorm la status of the ship?

80T WACKES: Wed dlegonal. Drift meter meeded comstaat caging. A glass wes
also eracked on oae ranning light,

MAJS ;ﬂﬁ: In saking Yetween-migsion check, was 100-hour inspection work sheet
used

SO WACKES: Yes, this fors wes used. It was in the Yors 1A and probadbly
buraed with the ship,

MAJ COOK: May I ses the Fors #MiB?
80T WACKRS: Yes, sir.

MAJ O0OK: Onmgtvolothomloadofthonhip?

Sa® WACKES: dpproximately 7500 gallons.

MAJ COOK: The form shows oxcessive heating on #2 engine.

SO WACKES: Yes, that was two flights ago. W changed carburetor and set
it dom. I d.oehu installation.and found it satisfactory.

MAJ COOK:

I cem't 124 any reports in the U1B that would have say bearing on
this caee, .
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MAJ COOK: Sgt Wackes, 414 you check the Fors "F* and can you give us the take-
off welight of the ship?

SOT WACKES: 132,368 pounds was the total gross weight.

MAJ COOK: You had contact with the pilot jJust before take-off time. Would you
have motioced amything adout his physical aad meatal ocondition?

SGT WACKES: Physioslly he was alright, but he seemed worried adout the gasoline
lead. The Flight Bagineer was also worried. They were of the opiaion that the
mission ocould mot be completed with the fuel wpply given thea.

MAJ COOK: Did they meation & consumption to you that moraisg?

SGT WACKES: They checked the teaks and seemed nervous adbout is.

FAfth Witases, PFO X C LAWRENCE, ASK 37567186, W

MAJOR OOOK: You were an MP on duty on the airdrome st the time of the sccidamt,
were you noi?

PVT IAWIRNCE: TYos, sir.

MAJ COOK: Do you remssber spproximately where you were standing whem the
accidemt occurred!?

PY? LAVIENCE: I was standing at the intersectioan of ranway £l and the east
taxi strip.

NAJ OO0K: Will you give me & brief dsscription of what you saw?

PYT LAVIENCE: As the plane spproached me wp the TIRwey it seemed to swerve
S0 the left. The pilot seemed to de trylag to slew the ship down. I thought
he was trying to turn oa to either of the taxi strips, instead he wemt right
off the runway, hit a mownd of 4irt, droke in two aid fell over the top.

T would say he was going about 40 miles an hour.

MAJ COOK: Were you able to ses the pilot?

PYT LAWRENCE: I aidn't motiee the pilot. I saw the men in the left side blister,
I heard three series of explosions in repid succession.

MAJ OOOK: wWere there any vehicles parked on taxiwey?

PVT LAWEENCE: Yes, sir, there were four trucks om side of the taxiway leading
to 3ervice Center "C" and four trucks on the taxivey leading the other way.

I also delieve there wers two jeeps and gev 23
0250 of ‘the Texten .1 L) ssveral wespons carriers on the east I3 7
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MAJ COOK: D1d you have instructions to keep vehicles off runways?

PY? LAWRENCE: My only imstructions were te stop vehioles fros crossing reawey
during take-off.

Sixth Witaess, PFC R L HANON, A% 34652232, W

MAJ OOOK: You were an MP on duty on the taxiway at the time the sccident
ocourred, were you not?

PYT HAMMON: Yeos, sir.
MAJ 000Kt Do you remember vhere you wers standing?

PY? EAMMON: I was stending in the middle of the taxistrip, stopping sraffic
from orossiang runway.

MAJ COOK: How many vehicles 414 you ses O taxiwey?

PY? EANMON: I don't remsabder seeing say vehicles oa the taxiway. There were
sc0e on the side of the taxiwey, hewever. There was sk oil truck, I remember.

MAJ 000Kt Will you pleaes outline just shat yeu saw!

PYT HARMON: 1 was watching the plane come toward me. The front wheels were
off the grewad, Vet it ceemed the pllot was tryiag to slow the plase dow.,
Finally the wheels came dack dowa, sad the pilet was still Srying to stop
the ship. I moticed that the flaps were down.

MAJ 000Kt Did you motioce if the flps were down more than they would be on
an average take-off?

PYT HANMON: I didn't motice that.
MAJ OOOK: How fast do you estimate the plane was traveling?

PYT HABION: DBetween 4O and 50 miles per hour.

MAJ COOK: Would you say the pilot attempted to tura the plane off on to
the taximy? .

PY? HARMON: No, I don't thiak he aid.
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